Handout for February 2026 Newsletter
Teaching about poverty with FRED data

Purpose.
1. Create a graph of poverty data.
2. Switch to U.S. map view of the data.
3. Describe and discuss patterns in the geographical distribution of poverty.

Pedagogical Rationale. This assignment requires that you first look for data and plot them into a line
graph. Next, you will change the data visualization into a map. Lastly, you will describe and discuss
patterns in the geographical distribution of the data. These tasks will develop your proficiency in
searching for, transforming, and interpreting data.

Grading. Your grade will be determined by (a) how precisely you complete the search and
transformation data tasks and (b) how accurately you interpret the data.

Steps to Search for and Transform the Data.
1. Access https://fred.stlouisfed.org/ and search for “Estimated Percent of People of All Ages
in Poverty for St. Louis County, MO.”
2. Select “Percent, Not Seasonally Adjusted.”
3. Click on “View Map.”

Writing Prompts. Answer the following questions:

1. Hover over the map and name three counties where in 2023 the estimated percent of people
of all ages living below the poverty threshold was larger than 20%.

2. Use the “+” and “-” buttons on the right-hand side of the map to zoom into either the state
where you attend school or the state where you were born. Are there notable differences
between the estimated percent of people of all ages living below the poverty threshold in
rural and in urban areas?

3. Consider the fact that the cost of living in any given county is not taken into consideration
when reporting the number of people living below the poverty threshold in that county. Do
you agree with the statement “Poverty in high-cost areas is likely undercounted, and poverty
in low-cost areas is likely overcounted”? Explain your answer.

Want to learn more? Email economiceducation@stls.frb.org
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