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Handout for January 2026 Newsletter 
Teaching about international GDP growth with FRED data 

 
Purpose. 

1. Create a graph of gross domestic product (GDP) per capita data. 
2. Switch to world map view of the data. 
3. Change data units to year-over-year growth rates. 
4. Describe and discuss patterns in international GDP growth. 

 
Pedagogical Rationale. This assignment requires that you first look for data and plot them into a line 
graph. Next, you will change the data visualization into a map. Next, you will change the data units. 
Lastly, you will describe and discuss patterns in the geographical distribution of the data. These tasks 
will develop your proficiency in searching for, transforming, and interpreting data. 
 
Grading. Your grade will be determined by (a) how precisely you complete the search and 
transformation data tasks and (b) how accurately you interpret the data. 
 
Steps to Search for and Transform the Data. 

1. Access https://fred.stlouisfed.org/ and search for “Constant GDP per capita for Canada.” 
2. Select “2010 U.S. Dollars, Annual, Not Seasonally Adjusted.” 
3. Click on “View Map.” 
4. Click on “Edit Map.” 
5. Use the “Units” drop-down menu to select “Percent Change from Year Ago.” 

 
Writing Prompts. Answer the following questions: 

1. Consider the fact that gross domestic product (GDP) per capita for a given country 
represents the value of GDP divided by the number of people residing in that country. 
Explain why that statistic can either help or hinder international comparisons of GDP 
growth. 

2. Hover over the map and name three counties where constant GDP per capita grew by double 
digits in 2024. 

3. Hover over the map and name three counties where constant GDP per capita decreased in 
2024. 

4. Consider the fact that higher income levels allow access to higher-quality healthcare and 
overall better living conditions. How would you expect infant mortality and average life 
expectancy to change in poor countries where GDP per capita is rising? Explain your 
answer. 
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